
 

 

Tomlinson        Sothebyôs 

Sandpoint        INTERNATIONAL REALTY 

July  2009       

Page 1 of 2 

   

If you have questions or comments, weôd 

love to hear from you! 
  

Jenny, Bonnie, and Judith 
877 495-9055 toll free 
info@sandpointrealestate.com 

 

Sandpoint  Abbreviated 

July 4    Downtown parade in the morning, stage  

 performances and raffle at City Beach and fireworks  

 at dusk. 208 263-4118 

July 5, 12, 19, & 26  Concerts on the Lawn 

 Free concert series w/local musicians held at Dover  

 Bay Marina.  208 263-6139 

July 11, 12  Dover Bay Days -  Fun at Dover Bay with boat 

 Show, vendors, tour of homes and more. 265-1597 

July 9-12  Sandpoint Wooden Boat Festival 

 Beach barbecue, free movie, treasure hunt, plus the 

 classic wooden boats and more. 208 255-1876. 

July 16  Festival at Sandpoint Art Unveiling.  Fine art poster  

 unveiled at the Seasons 888 265-4554 

July 18  Sandpoint Airport Fly-In.  Regional pilots hold  

 aircraft display at the Sandpoint Airport for the  

 public. 208 255-9954  

July 18  Schweitzer Bluegrass Festival.  Outdoor concerts 

 & family activities on the mountain. 208 263-9555. 

July 25  Crazy Days.  Downtown merchants offer big deals  

 at sidewalk sales.  208 255-1876 
     

Tickets now on sale for Festival at Sandpoint.  

Music under the stars August 6-16.  Lineup includes Poco, 

Clint Black, Boz Scaggs, Firefall and more. 888 265-4554 

Www.festivalatsandpoint.com    

 

July Calendar of Events In the Spotlight  

 

Invasive Species Pose a Threat  

to Idaho Waterways 
 

Did you know that unless you own an inflatable and non-

motorized boat that is less than 10 feet long, you are now 

required to purchase a sticker in support of preventing in-

vasive species in Idaho waterways?   

 

This preventive program is 

trying to keep Zebra Mus-

sels (pictured below) and 

Quagga Mussels (pictured to 

the right), among other spe-

cies, out of Idahoôs beautiful 

waterways. 

 

Invasive species stickers for 

motorized boats that are regis-

tered in Idaho are $10.  Any 

motorized boat registered in another state will pay $20 for 

the sticker, and it is $5 for non-motorized boats. 

 

There is a $57 fine if you do not have an invasive species 

sticker.  You can find additional information about the 

program and the stickers at 

www.agri.state.id.us website or 

call the Idaho Department of 

Parks and Recreation at 1-800-

247-6332 to purchase a sticker. 

 

 

 

Lunch and cool 

off at the same 

time. 

 

Near Idaho Club 

Golf Course 

 

 

 

Photo from the Idaho State 

Agriculture website 

Photo from the US Depart-

ment of Agriculture website 

Photo by Martha Troughton 

http://www.agri.state.id.us/
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/aquatics/zebramussel_child.shtml


 

 
Featured  
Property  

 
    

A beautiful home with 180 degree views from all three levels.  Granite counters, stainless steel Viking appliances, a custom 

stone floor-to-ceiling fireplace in the great room, fantastic hardwood floors, private dock and boat lift, a waterside seating 

area with fire pit, and less than 3 miles from downtown Sandpoint.  Offered at $1,550,000  MLS# 20900032  

    

Tell us about IdahoTaxes 
   

How Do I Appeal My Property Tax?  As of January 1, 2009, the tax assessor has gathered the information needed to as-

sess your home from 2008 home sales.  If you donôt agree with the assessment, you have the right to appeal from the time 

you receive your assessment and up until June 22, 2009.  It will be approximately the same time next year.  It is not enough 

to go into the assessors office and say it seems too high, you must have facts and data to prove your case.  During this 

ñinquiryò period the tax assessor is able to make adjustments to mistakes and help you avoid a formal appeal to the Board of 

Equalization. 
   

Tell Me About Tax Exemptions:  Owner occupied primary residence with up to one acre of land can exempt 50% of the 

taxable value of the home with a maximum of $89,325 for 2007 property tax.  To qualify for a timber exemption with a 

home on the property, you must have 6 or more acres.  There is a property tax reduction (formerly circuit Breaker) of up to 

$1,320. available to qualifying persons 65 and older, widowed or disabled. 
   

What Is The Property Tax Rate In Bonner County?  The tax is calculated on the propertyôs sold price or value less any 

exemptions.  The following rates are a statewide average for 2005.  The average urban rate is 1.57% of the property value 

and the average rural rate is 1.13%.  
   

Retirees take note:  Idaho doesnôt tax social security.  There is no estate tax or inheritance gift tax.  Sales and use tax is at 

6%. 

 

For more detailed information, go to Idaho State Tax Commission at tax.idaho.gov or call 800 972-7660 

Information taken in part from the Idaho State Tax Commission newsletter. 

 

Ask The Expert 

 

How important is the sales price I put on my property?  
 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith said they wanted to sell their home and move to another city where they already had a home picked out. 

After much research of comparables and competition, I gave them a low and high range.  They wanted more than my high 

range and decided to use another Realtor who gave them the high price they were hoping for.  Because of the high price, 

their home didnôt sell through the best selling season so they started dropping the price.  The market was going down, but 

they were not coming down enough to be competitiveé.this is called chasing the market.  A year later they came back to 

me and once again, I gave them comparables which now showed the homeôs value at less than what they owed on it.   I sug-

gested a short sale and they begrudgingly went back to their former agent and old, high pricing.  This is a true story and, 

sadly, their home, recently went into foreclosure.    
   

Yes, pricing the property is very important along with marketing and presentation    When all is said and done, the market 

doesnôt care what you have into the home, or what you owe on the home or the fact that your son was born there and has a 

tree planted for him. As hard as this can be, let go of the attachment to the home and trust your Realtor and the comparables. 

 

Buyer and Seller Tips 
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